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Message from the President:

Dear Members: The past four years have flown by and the news just gets
better for the newsletter. We have completed investing almost $500,000.00 in
the building restoration via grants and fundraising. We have just completed
our first season as a Museum. It was great summer with almost 1500 visitors
through the doors. The first floor was open to the public with wheelchair
accessible washrooms and lift. The new fire sprinkler system is nearing
completion and will soon be inspected. This safety feature will allow full
access for the Victoria County Historical Society to the whole building. For
2012, the first and second floors will feature new displays. The recently
acquired ‘private collection of Japanese artefacts owned Marg Cosh, a
member of the Lindsay Nayoro Twinning Committee, will be featured when
we will re-open May 23", 2012. The full 2012 Opening Program will be a spring
announcement!

In 2011, our Museum opened thanks to 2010/2011 grants from Lindsay
Legacy Chest Fund, Enabling Accessibility Fund, Trillium Foundation, the
City of Kawartha Lakes and our fundraising Campaign! Congratulations to
all donors and for the support of all levels of government.

Colborne Street West will provide the Museum Entrance to the Olde
Gaol Museum! Again in 2012, our hours of operation are planned to be from
mid-May to mid-October, Wednesday to Sunday from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
daily. Cost will be s5.00 per adult with students & seniors at $2.00 each and a
family rate of $12:00

The interior highlights of this 1861 Historic Building’s construction
features are brought to life, as an archive for family vesearch, serving all the
families with their roots firmly planted in the growth of Victoria County and

the success of Lindsay, the County Town. The Olde Gaol Museum will be the
prime Cultural and Tourism attraction of the City of Kawartha Lakes, which
we are proud to call home!



November 30, 2011 Speakers Series
LINDSAY AND THE MARKHAM GANG:
Organised Crime in Canada West.

Take a break from your busy pre-Christmas schedule when author
and educator Paul Arculus joins us for an exploration of one of the
darker sides of Lindsay’s history. During the 1840’s, an organised

gang of criminals thrived in Canada West, and some of those
characters called Lindsay their home. Our guest lecturer illuminates
those events in his book Mayhem to Murder: The History of the
Markham Gang and will pay special attention to certain residents
of the county who were members of this outlaw crew, and whose

The History of names are still invoked in these parts.
| The Markham Gang
Organized Crime in Canada Among his other works, Paul has also authored Durant’s Right-
West during the 1840’s

Hand Man, a newly published biography of Dr. Edwin Campbell, a
by Paul Arculus Port Perry boy who became a founder of the Chevrolet Motor

Company. Both books will be available for purchase and signing by
the author - what a great idea for a Christmas gift! Don’t miss what promises to be an entertaining
and educational evening.

The evening will commence at 7:30pm, Wednesday, November 30, 2011, in the Skylight Room of the
Lindsay Inn, located at 354 Lindsay Street South in Lindsay. Tom or Debbie Mohr may be contacted at
320-9979 for further information.

The Historical Society offers this lively programme of general interest subjects with heritage appeal on
a quarterly basis and all are welcome to attend. Admission is free and light refreshments will be
available. This Speakers Series is conducted with the kind assistance of the City of Kawartha Lakes.

Hallowe en at the Olde Gaol

Many of you will have seen President John Macklem on
the front page of the paper advertising our Hallowe’en
event. While John wasn’t in a cell on October 31st, many
others were. Many ghouls and goblins, both young and
not so young, visited the museum to have a picture taken
and enjoy a bit of shell-out, provided by the Society.

Photographer Jesse Mooney of Blacks, located in the Lindsay
Square, was kept quite busy snapping each frightful face.
Many thanks to Jesse and Blacks for their skills and support
for this event.




First Peoples and the VCHS

One of the themes that we chose to explore
upon opening the Olde Gaol Museum is the
history of this region’s First Nations. That only
makes sense, given that Indigenous Peoples
have called this place home for some 10
Millennia. There is a vibrant history on the land
that predates the pioneer days but is often lost
in the general consciousness because there are
no First Nations communities within the City
proper. Still, the 2006 census notes that some
1200 of our residents self identify as
Aboriginal. We are surrounded by the
reservations of Rama, Christian Island, Curve
Lake, Scugog, Alderville and Hiawatha. Their
culture is strong and contemporary, as
evidenced by a renaissance of their language,
arts and spirituality.

At the Gaol, we are proud to have stewardship
of hundreds of artefacts that attest to the long
association of these peoples with these lands.
Most of these items are archaeological in
nature and have been revealed through post
European settlement agricultural activity. We
are fortunate that many residents have chosen
to donate their finds to the VCHS. Today we
are endeavouring to
present them in a
useful and respectful
context that helps to
relate complex story. A
9,000 year old tool
fragment and a
mammoth tooth speak
to the wvery first

residents of the City. ‘Arrowheads’ made of
stone from faraway places tell us of travel and
trade. Ornate decoration of pottery hints at
which people lived where, and when.

Other artefacts are more recent in origin and
directly reflect the local Anishnabe population
who are now most prevalent in these parts. All
together, the collection represents a
continuum that spans a period dating from the
end of the ice age to the present. We are also
fortunate to have fostered mutually beneficial
connections with the First Nations Community,
and with the Ontario Archaeological Society, so
that we may interpret this important aspect of
our collective past through both tradition and
science.

Finally, we’d like to encourage residents,
especially those in the farming community,
who may be sitting on collections of local
artefacts, to consider donating them to the
VCHS, especially while there is still knowledge
of their source. Knowing that ‘a box of rocks’
came from Eldon Township tells but a small
part of the tale. Knowing which field produced
a particular cluster of objects allows us to learn
more about who
was here and
how they went
about their
lives...all part of
the greater story
of these lands
we call home.

Tom Mohr and Ken Lester with a war club.
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Tickets $15.00 per person

For more information: call 705-324-3404
Tickets on sale at these locations:

Adelaide Place  Kent Florist « Hill’s Florist and Greenhouses
Lindsay Chamber of Commerce < Kawartha Lakes Classic Flowers

Tour Sponsor
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RETIREMENT COMMUNITY

Your home. Your life. Your way.




Candlelight House Tour 2011

This year’s House tour looks to be amazing, with 5 houses and a church as well as Adelaide
Place.

The houses include a new hand-hewn log home owned by Ann and Ralph Reed.The
decorating is geared t an old fashioned casual/country Christmas.

Also, a homestead farm belonging to the Barker family, dated circa 1905. This four bedroom
farmhouse features a large array of Christmas collectibles.

and features period mouldings, bead board ceilings, hardwood flooring, marbe and slate
finishes with period paint colours, antique furniture, stained glass, quilts and cross stitch
samplers.

usually noted for its Hallowe’en decorations Has original stained glass windows, fireplace, deep
baseboards and mouldings.

service the Anglican congregation. Prior to 1859, services were heId in homes or the town hall.
This year the congregation is celebrating 175 years of worship. A self-guided tour will be
available for your enjoyment. Guides will also be available for questions.

Adelaide Place Retirement Community is our event sponsor and will graciously provide light
refreshments for all those on the tour.

Tickets, which include addresses and descriptions of the locations as well as a map are available at a
cost of $15.00 from Adelaide Place, Kent Florests, the Lindsay Chamber of Commerce Hill’s Florist and
Greenhouses, Kawartha Lakes Classic Flowers, as well as the Olde Gaol Museum. Call 705-324-3404
for more information and to reserve your tickets today.

VCHS would llike to thank all its sponsors, as well as the many volunteers who make this event
possible. Of course, a big round of applause for all the home owners who open their doors for us to
enjoy the beauty of their homes.




Olde Gaol Musewurmr
Treasure Trove
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1st Prize: Canadian Bronze, Limited Edition
numbered 2 of 12 - “Mountain Goat Family”
2nd Prize: Hand-made Rug

3rd Prize: Royal Doulton Figurine “Soirée”
4th Prize: $200.00 cash

Tickets: $2.00 or 3 for $5.00

Draw will be held at the
Museum, on May 26, 2012
at 2:00 pm.

Proceeds support the restoration and preser-
vation of artefacts.




Membership

The Board of Directors has passed a membership policy, which outlines the benefits and terms of
membership of the Victoria County Historical Society, which follows:

Term of Membership: Annual, calendar year
Expires: December 31
Types of Membership: Friend of the Museum
Volunteer for the Museum
Fees: Single: $20.00 annually

Family: $30.00 annually (two (2) adults and children under 18

Corporate: $100.00 annually

Members must be 18 years of age

Memberships paid after October 31 will expire December 31* of the following year

(14 months)

Benefits: All members: Free admission to the museum upon presentation of membership card

Newsletter
Voting rights at General and Annual Meetings
Free admi ssion to the Speaker
Notice of New Exhibits

Single membership: 1 card, 1 vote

Family membership: 2 cards, 2 votes

Corporate membership: 2 cards, 1 vote, business card ad in the newsletter

S

With this in mind, | would like to remind you that memberships are due on December 31* of this
year. There are a few people who have paid for their 2012 membership year. Their new
membership card will be enclosed with this newsletter. So if you do not receive a membership card,
you have not paid for 2012. We anticipate the issuing of membership cards will end the confusion.
Cards will be mailed out upon receipt of renewal of membership. Please use the membership form
to renew your membership. Please note that there is an option to be a volunteer for the Society.
The museum cannot operate without volunteers.

Christmas Hint!

If you would like to make a donation to the Historical Society as a gift for someone special, we will
send out a Christmas Card to that person in your name, as well as issue you a charitable donation
receipt. Simply send your donation to:

VICTORIA COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Mail To: P.O. BOX 187, Lindsay, ON K9V 4S1
Ph: 705 -324 -3404 Fax: 705 -454-3043

| would like to make a Christmas Donation in the amount of $ in honour of
Name(s):

Address:

Town/City: Postal Code:

Chq # Signature:

Ser



Victoria County Historical Society Skills Questionnaire:

Dear Member: MAY WE CALL ON You?

Would you please take the time to fill out this skills questionnaire and return it with your
membership renewal to the office? This will help us to utilize our membership in the best ways
possible. Please check off the appropriate skills that apply to you. Thanks so much.

What are your skills? What would you volunteer to participate in:
accounting bake sales
computer Bingo Bingo volunteer
curatorial carpentry
fund raising greeter/hostess
leadership helping to mount displays in the cells
maintenance/cleaning house tours
organization sewing
public relations stuffing envelopes
research tag days/canvassing
secretarial telephoning
Smart Serve certificate tour guides
What do you see yourself doing: yard sales
board position other

chairing a committee
committee membership
helping out at various events

Name: Phone number

If you wish to volunteer your time, please check Volunteer below. If your only interest is financial support
and information, please check Friend.

SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSOSSSSSOOSSSSSSSSSSSSSSOOOSSSSOSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS>S>>D>
Membership Renewal

Form
Please take a moment to complete the form VICTO_RIA COUNTY HI_STORICAL SOCIETY
below and become a new member or renew Mail To: P.O. BOX 187,Lindsay, ON K9V 4S1
your commitment for 2012. Ph: 705 -324 -3404 Fax: 705 -454-3043
Name(s):
Address:
Town/City: Postal Code:
Phone: email:

Membership: (circle one) $20.00 Single member $30.00 Family $100.00 Patron or Corporate

Donation: $ Membership $ \olunteer Friend



